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Dr. Lea should have omitted the history of the Spanish inquisition in 
the Netherlands, Chile and the La Plata provinces. An inclusion of 
these areas would have rounded out the view most admirably. For 
the omission of the Netherlands there is some excuse in the fact that 
Fredericq's Corpus documentorum inquisitionis haereticae pravitatis 
Neerlandicae has not been completed. In the case of the two de- 
pendencies in South America the reason is less apparent. For his 
information concerning the other American colonies of Spain Dr. Lea 
has relied so largely on the works of Jos6 Toribio Medina that his 
failure to follow the same guide into these fields is rather inexplicable. 
The elaborate and scholarly investigations of the Chilean historian, 
indeed, have been used to such an extent that the present treatise 
lacks something of the quality of original research which distinguishes 
Dr. Lea's other productions. This circumstance, however, can hardly 
be a fault in the eyes of those who have no knowledge of Spanish. 

William R. Shepherd. 

The Censorship of the Church of Rome and its Influence upon 
the Production and Distribution of Literature. By George Haven 
Putnam. New York, G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1906, 1907. Two 
volumes : xxv, 375 ; vi, 510 pp. 

This is a subject of more than controversial interest ; one which 
enters vitally into the history of European thought. Nor is it lacking 
in present-day bearings ; the reviewer has a vivid memory of the crushed 
spirit of one of the most prominent of French liberal Catholics, a 
scholar of the first rank, when in his old age a book of his was placed 
upon the index. Protesting earnestly that he was under no delusions 
as to the political reasons which led a group of men whose intellectual 
grasp he despised to condemn his volume, he yet felt that they had 
destroyed his usefulness in the cause he had most at heart. Such is 
still the power of the Roman censorship. 

The volumes before us hardly claim to be a literary history of this 
office of the church. Mr. Putnam has chosen rather to compile a 
work of reference, arranged more like an encyclopaedia than in the 
form of a developing narrative. Few readers would persist long in the 
attempt to read it through ; most will consult it only for specific points, 
by way of its table of contents or its index. Used in this fashion, it will 
be a welcome addition to the reference library, with its mass of facts, 
not merely illustrative of the attitude of the church, but also largely 
indicative of the varying independence of the book-trade in different 
times and in different countries. 
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It is obvious that the book is a compilation. Lists of the indices 
have furnished much material ; and they have been most carefully 
worked over and analyzed. Less happy is the impression given the 
reader in those parts which rest upon secondary material. These seem 
somewhat hastily digested in parts. For instance Hilgers on Jansenism 
is followed so closely (volume ii, pages 227 et seq.) along a distracting 
line of reasoning that one feels at sea as to the extent of state censor- 
ship in France in that connection. There is a full chapter on Jansen- 
ism in the first volume , where the matter might have been treated, and 
there are sections in the second volume on Gallicanism and on church 
and state which touch upon it. Indeed one cannot but feel that a 
better arrangement of material might have been made throughout the 
whole work. The subject is an intricate one, and the author states 
that he has deliberately chosen to repeat himself for the sake of clarity. 
But in some cases clarity is lost by breaking up a subject for the sake 
of this partial treatment. The use of the index at the close of the 
book — which is absolutely indispensable — will perhaps largely obviate 
these objections ; and it may not be fair to judge a book of reference 
of the encyclopaedic class by literary standards. Then, too, the intro- 
ductory chapter is an illuminating summary, to which the others form 
a sort of documentary appendix. Those who go beyond it will be 
interested in particular phases, and they can easily work them out. 
While not an absolutely original piece of work, it is yet the product of 
much industry, wide reading and judicious discrimination, and English 
readers should be grateful for it. 

J. T. Shotwell. 

Die Blutezeit der deutschen Hanse. Hansische Geschichte von 
der zweiten Halfte des XlVten bis zum letzten Viertel des XV ten 
Jahrhunderts. By E. Daeneix. Berlin, Georg Reimer, 1906. — 
Two volumes : xvii, 474; xv, 561 pp. 

II Sistema della costituzione economica e sociale italiana nell'eta 
dei Comuni. By Gino Arias. Turin and Rome, Roux e Viarengo, 
1905-— 558 PP- 

The economic history of Germany and Italy during the middle ages 
furnishes a particularly attractive and profitable field, in view of the 
somewhat specious character of their political history. The pageantry 
of empire or papacy furnishes less material to the student of politics 
than the less spectacular development of the national state in England 
and in France ; but in the renaissance of commerce and industry which 



